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Contact Me 

The best way to 

contact me is via 

email at 

Anna.Kiley@husd.org 
 

If you would like to 
speak on the phone, 

please email me with 
your phone number 
and the best time to 
reach you and I will call 
you back.  
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Off To A Great Start! 
We have had a great start to the school year.  A lot of discoveries have already 

been made in biology and I could not be more excited for our year ahead! 

Unit 1: Biology Basics and Macromolecules 
 

This unit, your student explored the properties of water and the organic compounds 
necessary for life to exist.  We discussed the importance of carbohydrates, which the body 
uses primarily as an energy source.  Lipids, and their use for cushioning organs, providing 
insulation, and long-term energy storage were investigated next, followed by the most 
diverse of the biomolecules, the proteins.  Students learned about the shape of proteins 

determining their function and many of the ways the body utilizes proteins.  We finished 
with an introduction to nucleic acids and why the body never utilizes them for energy.  Be 
sure to ask your student “why are nucleic acids not used for energy?” and see if they 

mention the example of strawberries 😊  

  

Test Re-takes 

 

As a reminder, test re-takes must be completed 

within one week of test administration.  Students 

wishing to re-take a test must make an 

appointment with me to come in before or after 

school to complete their re-take.  

 Call for Tissues 
 

Unfortunately, sickness has already begun this 

school year.  We have blown through (no pun 

intended 😉) two boxes of tissues already.  If 

you are able to donate a box of facial tissue, 

our noses appreciate it!  

 

 
 

mailto:Anna.Kiley@husd.org


Plickers 
 

We began using Plickers as our daily quick quizzes (and my way to track 

attendance).  Plickers varies in point values based on how many questions we have 

each week.  Please remember that, by the end of the semester, we will have many 

points devoted to Plickers, so the occasional wrong answer will become less 

impactful on your student’s overall grade as the semester continues.   

Remind Reminder (and a note about Canvas) 
 
Many students and parents have taken advantage of the Remind App to be alerted of announcements 

in biology.  You can still join at any time using the join codes below (or by texting the code to 81010.  

 

Biology - @gcb3kh4 

Honors Biology - @769e3a 

 

Canvas 

All digital course content will be housed on our class Canvas page.  This includes: notes, handouts, 

calendar, etc.  Canvas can be accessed at: Canvas http://husd.instructure.com  

 

Canvas was down for a few days, but it should now be restored.  Please remember, all class notes will 

be posted to Canvas as well as a calendar to follow along with our main focus for each day.  

 

 

 

Unit 2: Cells 
 

 

Our next unit will allow us to investigate cells!  We will be looking at various cells 
under a microscope, discovering how different cells look in plants and animals, and 

assigning roles in the cell for each of the organelles.  Lastly, we will discover how 

materials get into and out of cells.   
 

Interesting Species 
 

I geeked out with my classes this week when I came 
across a post that showed this bug, the bagworm moth 

caterpillar, which apparently constructs its own log 
cabin (most fascinatingly in a structure similar to 

DNA!) for protection.   
 
 

 

Man, science really does rule!   
 

 

https://husd.instructure.com/login/ldap
http://husd.instructure.com/

